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INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
1. Writer's Personal Contacts with the People and 
his Purpose in Writing· the Pap·er. 
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The following pages are the outcome of fifteen years of 
assoc:i.ation with people in the mountain secti one of North Car-
olina, Virginia and Kentucky. I have sat around the old 
:fashioned fireplaces of these mountain home·s while gray haired 
men aml women told anecdotes o:f their childhood and youth. I 
have walked beside them as they have fo·llowed the funeral pro- . 
cession of their loved ones. I have been present at some of 
their marriage ceremonies and in their homes when the first 
baby arrived. Through these contacts I have learned to love 
and appreciate them and out of these associations has grown the 
desire to describe them in a way that will state the true facts 
and giYe a just estimate of their life. This desire has been 
inteneifie d by the reading of artie lee in periodicals which~ 
to say the least, do not take a constructive and sympathetic 
viei"lpOint. For example, C. c. Holton in an article on the 
funerals held in the mountain area describes the occasion in 
such a way as to make them r iidiculous and repulsive. In my 
opinion he has failed to appreciate the sincerity of the peo-
ple1s motives~ For instance, when speaking of a prayer by one 
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of t he mini sters, he says, "When ou r knees were almost pa ra ... 
lyzed, he stopped e.nd began his remarks." To him the prayer 
was not a religious but a phys i cal experienc e. To the people 
it probably was a sincere, religious experience. V'lhen he s poke 
of the emotions felt by those who were bereaved he said, "Each 
obituary v1as greeted with sobs and groans fro·m the mourners", 
and s peaking of a penitent coming to the altar he remarks, "One 
'dear dyin' sinner came t o the altar." His language is cer-
tainly chosen in such a. way as to ridicule any element of sin .... 
ceri ty or value that may have been in the experience for the 
pe ople t hemselves. He has the same attitude toward t h e com-
munion and footwashing. I have had some of these people tell 
me that t he footwashing ceremony gives them a deeper sense of 
fellowsh ip wit h God than any other service during the year. 
Surely, then, we have no right t o ridicule this somewhat prim-
itive ceremony, even if we do not ourselves see any value in it. 
I feel that if we Ir.now the historical background of the 
people we can more properly evaluate the present life of the 
inhabitants of this section. The element which arouses the 
most ridicule i s the fact that in both the economic and reli-
gious life there has been no progress. .Therefore, if I can 
po i nt out that this: ie due in no point entirely to their own 
fault, but that it is a result of factors over which in the 
years past they had no control, our criticisms should at least 
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lose their pointed edge. 
In pursuance of this design I propose: first in Chapter I 
to point out the factors which caused this stalemate in reli-
gion and to describe the country and the people; next in Chap-
ter II to give a brief history of the leading denominations; 
and in Chapter III to describe the religious life of the peo-
ple. Finally, in Chapter IV I wish to point out that in the 
present period a change is taking place and to evaluate the 
possibilities for development there. 
2. The Sources of My Information. 
The first deep interest in the life of the mountaineer 
people came as a result of the literary writings of John Fox
9 
Jr. , After reading The Trail of the Lonesome Pine, people be-
gan to inquire as to the manner of living in the hills. Means 
of communication were difficult however, and except for oc-
casional travelers, hunters and traders were the only visitors. 
Some of these, such as Horace Kephart and R. L. Mason, wrote 
down their memoirs of hunting t r ips. * The people themselves, 
for the most part, were illiterate. :Biven today it is possible 
to find an elderly man or woman who has to sign his name with 
the mark X. Thus, it is almost impossible to find anything 
written by the natives themselves. The Berea Quarterly ie 
*Full descriptions will be given in the Literature. 
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perhaps as close to a prima:ry,$o.urce as can be found. Some of 
these articles beginning around 1895 A. D. give splendid des-
criptions of the primitive pio·neer and. his li:fe. They are 
written by men who had gone to school at Be reP- College in Ken~ 
tucky and while there had wi tne·ssed the scenes \'fhich they 
described. In this respect I have drawn upon my own experience 
with the people to supplement various materials which I have 
gathered. The description of the religious life of the people 
is taken partly from original sources such as the autobiography 
of Josephus Hopwood or the description of funerals by Holton. 
All of the history of the denominations comes from secondary 
sour ces. The literature, even in that respect. is very meager. 
Historians have been able to find very few primary sources. 
Only occasionally from the diary of some minister. such as the 
Moravians, or the minutes of a town meeting woulcl anything of 
value be discovered. The description of the country is taken 
from secondary sources ~lso. The main part o:f the description 
of t he country is based upon the work of Campbell and I have 
followed hie boundary lines for this area 
3. Reviews of Important Books. 
John C. Campbell in his study of The Southern Highlander 
and his Homeland has prodv~ed the most authoritative work in 
the field. In the first place he has been the most thoroughly 
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trained investigator to attempt to make a complete survey of 
the situa tion in the Southern Highlands~ He graduated from 
Andover The.ological seminary in 1895. He went after graduation 
to the. Southern Uountaine as a teacher and later as presiclent 
of Piedmont College in Georgia. Because of his interest in 
tbe section he had made extensive studies of the mountain area 
in the South and because of this extensive study he was em-
ployed by the Russell Sage Foundation to give full time to a 
study of the Highland country, His book is the result of that 
study. His book deals with a description o~ the geography of 
the c~untry; pioneer routes of trave.l and early settlements; 
the present highland population; the rural Highlander at home; 
the religious life in the Highla nds; education; and progress. 
His book is thoroughly documentoomall points that he needed 
to supplement his own information. The book is written from a 
sympathetic and appreciative viewpoint. The writer had indeed 
tried to catch the spirit and finer qualities of the Highlander 
without being blind to the baser elements to be fo1ll1d. 
From the standpoint of entertaining reading,Horace Kephart 
the authority on outdoor life, has written a book which is very 
worthwhile. His style is simple and the colloquial language 
of the Highlander is quoted throughout. This gives it a flavor 
of reality. The material ie largely based upon hie experience 
gained while bear hunting. However, in chapters such as the 
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one on "~lho are the Mountaineers" he has supplemented his work 
by references to authorities. He gives a splendid desc ription 
of the natural beauty of the country and his anecdotes about 
the people not only prove interesting reading but give a genuin 
account of the life of the people. His book contains chapters 
that give vivid descript ions of the blood feuds; battles with 
"revenue" officers and other subjects of interest such as a 
desc ri pti on o:f the social life of the people • For the general 
public his book would make a good introduction to the life of 
the people. 
The Lure of the Great Smokies by Mason deals particularl~r 
with the section of the Hi ghlands now known as the Great Smoky 
Mountain National Park. The book contains a brief history _ of 
Tennessee. It ia filled with aneo.dotes and tales o.f famous 
hunters and also with stories of the early Indians. Though he 
deals generally with the people his description is not thorough 
and complete. He has one chapter which has proved very valu-
able for the writing of thi~ paper. This chapter is entitled 
"Saddle Bags and Witches". The early preachers are described, 
and als o their manner of preaching and the content of their 
sermons. He describes the religious conditions in early set-
tlements and relates some interesting "witch-tales". This 
chapter is the most historical. in the book as much of his mat-
erial is e:tther description of the boundaries of the country or 
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anecdotes relating to the Indians and early 13ettlements. 
Seventy Years in Dixie is exactly what its author, David 
Sullins, means. It is an autobiography of the life of a man 
who was born in the section which is now eastern Tennessee and 
southwestern Virginia. He desc ri bl s his early home-life; his 
conversion and the early camp meet·ngs. His days at college 
are described briefly and much of he book contains experiences 
and his later interest in higher e ucation. The book ends 
whillie he is still president of Sul~ins College, an institution 
I 
which he founded and which is stil[ a progressive college in 
the South. 
For a sane, wholesome and intrresting apprediation OI the 
religious life of the Methodists ih the Holston region of the 
Southern Highlands one slh.ould read this book. It contains 
many interesting deviations in descriptions of famous preachers 
and statesmen whom the ~thor had the pleasu?e of knoWing. 
A somewhat similar autobiography of Josephus Hopwood en-
titled A Journey Through the Years gives a description of a 
great life while revealing the h:tgher type of "Campbellite" 
found in the Highland region. It is possible to lose all in-
terest in the surrounding world by becoming absorbed in this 
interesting book. It is written in simple, chaste and beauti-
ful English as only those trained in the classics could write. 
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The reader feels the heart beats of this m~.n as he worl:s his wa~ 
through college; falls in love and '!'lith his wife plans to build 
colleges that will bring education to the people in the High-
lands. It tells of his labors which resulted in the building 
of four church schools of the Disciples -- all of which are 
still active. The author of this paper has had the privil.ege 
of spending two years in the home of this great educator and 
perhaps personal bias has led to too extreme praise of the 
merits of the book. 
J. w. West has published a book, Sketches of our Mountain 
Pioneers. The book is a poor job of printing and the writing 
is not done well enough to make interesting reading. However, 
be has collected sketches of the lives of early "Campbellite" 
preachers in this section. These were written by children or 
grandchildren of these early pioneers; or were extracts from 
the diaries of these men. Thus, as a source book it throws 
light on some interesting features of the "Campbellites". 
Josiah H. Combs' The Kentucky Mountaineer from a 1\fative 's 
Point of View is interesting, accurate and dependable. Much of 
his material is contained in other works of later writers. 
However, his description of the primitive Baptists is the· best 
which I have been able to find. For sympathetic and yet a 
kindly critical viewpoint on the Highlancter this book is very 
worthwhile. It takes up the economic life of the people in 
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the modern period more fully than do some of the other books 
to 'Nhich I have referred. And ln this respect it adds an im-
portant phase to the material for this paper. 
Ellen C. Semple in her work on The Anglo-Saxons in the 
Kentucky Mountains has produced a valuable addition to the 
Southern !Iighland literature. Her work which was published in 
1910 is quoted by many 'Nri ters such as Campbell as being 
authoritative and dependable . The descriptions of the people 
and their home life as she gives them is perhaps the most in-
teresting I was ~ble to read. Part of her ability to describe 
these people so . accurately is undoubtedly due to a woman ' s 
natural ability to notice clothes, man..t'l.erisms, a na. methods of 
home building. This may account for the fact that in this 
respect her descriptions are superior to those of the men who 
have described these people. 
Thorn has what might be called a monograph on the s truggle 
for religious freedom in Virginia. His work is documented, 
critical and is by far the best work dealing with the Baptists 
and their fight for relie;ious freedom in Yirginia. The paper 
i s one of the John Hopkins University Studies and the name of 
the university will vouch for the genuineness of the sources 
which· he has consulted. 
R. N . Price was a Methodist preacher in the Holston Valley 
of Virginia. His book is a large work consisting of four 
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volumes. He has tried to describe the history of the Method.ist& 
in this va1ley. For this paper we are not partic·ularly con-
cerned with much of his work as it deals with people who cannot 
be c lassed properly as mountaineers. HovJever, he does document 
his sources about the early Methodists and their arrival in the 
Holston Valley ·prior to making their way further back intt.V· the 
mo~~tains . His descriptions of chUTches, outstanding preachers, 
bishops, etc., wi ll prove of interest to any general reader. 
Men such as Newman, Campbell, Garrison, Mode ana_ Clark are ac-
cepted as competent writers by any standards of judgment, and 
I have us ed them wherever they c ontained material pertinent to 
my subject. 
4. Summary of Important Magazine Articles. 
J!agazine articles have been consul ted at every point as 
much of the literature about this country has been produced in 
periodicals. Harper's for March, 1916, contains an article 
entitled "Top o' Smoky" by H. S. Canby. This article is worth-
while reading as it describes the country, especially the 
wilderness features in a fascinating manner. It also has a 
touch of local interest added by the recital of anecdotes about 
the people. 
J. D. Cox in The Berea Qua.rte:-ly for Febn1ary, 1897, has 
a splendid article upon the mountain people in the struggle for 
the union. 
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D. H. Davis has two splendid articles in the Journal of 
Geography, one on the subject, "The Changing RuJe of the 
Kentucky Uountains and_ the Passing o-f the Kentucky Hountaineer", 
February, 1925, and another in the same magazine on nA Study 
of t he Succession of Human Activitie s in the Kentucky Moun-
tains, a Dissected Highland Area", appea:r-ed in March, 1930. 
W. G. Frost makes an appeal for "An Educational Program 
fo.r Appalachian America" in the Berea Quarterly for May, 1896, 
and gives several descriptions pertinent to our su~ject. He 
has another article in Outlook Magazine for September, 1 898 , on 
"Universit y Extension in the Southern Mountains." Various 
articles on similar subjects by Frost are found in the Missi on-
ary Review of the World. 
J ennie I;ester Hill has a valuable article on "Home Life in 
the Kentucky 1·ilountains" in the Berea Quarterly for n ovember, 
1892. It deals specifically with the subject stated and as 
suc h gives a valuable insight into the home life of the people. 
Ivirs. D. L. Pierson in the Missionary Review of the. '\iiforld 
for November, 1897, describes the people of Madison county , 
North Carolina , in an article entitled, "The Mountaineers of 
Madison county, N. C." The reader will. find that a great many 
of the articles referred to will contain much the same type 
material. 
Lexie Dean Robertson has an article on "Music" in the 
Century Magazine fo2· December, 1928. As a variat ion from other 
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topics about the mountaineer, it is very inter·esting. 
J. M. Somemdike in the Missionary Review of the \•lTorld 
has a typic al article upon 'tSouthern Mountai neers, Past, Pre-
sent, Future." The article is generaL and has no origina l 
t ouches to make it interesting. 
Laura Thornborough has an a rticle in American Forests and 
Forest Life for March, 1930, on a "New National Park i n the 
East". Her style is attractive and the article makes inter-
esting r eading. However, it adds nothing worthwhile to our 
topic. 
One of the finest descriptive articles that I have been 
able to read is by George S. Vincent entitled "A Retarded 
Frontier" and was published in Scribner's for July, 1898. I 
do not know the author, but his article is certainly drawn from 
first hand information as his descri·ptions are too vivicl and 
accurate and original to have been based upon secondary sources. 
A collection of riddles native to this section can be 
found in an article by I. G. Carter entitled "Mountain 1i'Jhite 
Riddle s" in the Journal ~limerican Folk Lore, January-March, 1934. 
B. A. Owen in an article "Folk Speech o-r the Cumberla nds", 
published in American Speech; December. 1931, and an article by 
Mariston Chapman entitled "American Speech a.s Practiced in the 
Sou t he rn Highlands", Century, March, 1929, and Josiah Combs in 
an article "Language of the Southern Highlanders", Publication 
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I;roa.ern Language Association, December, 1931, will give adequate 
descriptions of the language of the people. 
18 
CHAPTER I 
THE PEOPLE AND THE COUNTRY 
1. Economic Influences upon Religious Life. 
The day when the reli gion of a people could be studied 
apart from their environment is gone.. We realize today, as 
never before, the influence of climatic and geographical in-
fluences upon the religious culture of a race of people. In 
some sections this factor plays a conspicuous part. In addi-
tion to the environment, the heritage o·:f a people plays an 
equally important pa rt. itVhence came their ancestors? What 
type of people were they? We re they strong, sturdy, courage-
ous and fon¥ard looking? Or were they shiftless, without 
ambition, dull eyed, :feeble in mind and body? These and many 
other factors need to be considered i n a true analysis of the 
religion of a people. 
the eternal triangle: 
Finally, there is the third f'actor in 
the response of the people themselves. 
Indeed, when all the factors have been studied minutely as 
under a microsco pe, when each difference and similarity has 
been noted and pigeon-holed, there is st i ll the ultimate mys-
tery of why it should have been so. Therefore, it is not with 
the expectation of being able to give a full and complete ex-
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planation of the truth. but rather as a hmnble searche r for the 
truth t hat we take up the I .and the people to see wherein this 
influenced their religion. 
2. The Southern Highlands. 
The territory that is generally included in this natural 
division of the Appalachian ranges are the four western coun-
ties of Maryland ; the Blue Ridge Vall ey and Al:Jegheny Ridge 
counties of Virginia; all of West Virginia; eastern Tennessee; 
eastern Ken.t,J.cky; western North Carolina; the four northwestern 
counties of South Carolina; northern Georgia; and northeastern 
Alabam. This mountain region contains approximately 112,000 
square miles, and embraces an area nearly as large as the com-
bined areas of New York ana_ New England, ancl is almost equal to 
the.t of England, Scotland., Ireland, and Wales. 
The boundary which is generallY rega:rded as sepa:rating the 
Southern Highlands from the Northern Highlands is the famous 
Mason and :Dixon line. This boundary line begins at the north-
east corner of Frederick C01L.'1.ty , Maryle.nd, and extends west to 
the southwest corner of Pennsylvania. thence north along the 
western b OU..'rldary of Pennsylvania to the point where the Ohio 
leaves the state just west of Pittsburgh. For purposes of 
convenience the southern. or more correctly, th~ southwestern 
boundary may be considered as a base line running diagonally 
~======*================================================r====== 
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northwest to southeast, passing through the neighb orhood of 
Birmingham , Alabama , and terminating in the southeast corner 
of Coosa and the northwest corner of Winston counties. An ap@ 
proximate eastern boundar"lJ for- this territory ie formed by 
connecting t he northern and southern boundaries by a curved 
line passing in a southwesterly direction slightly to the east 
of Frederick , :Maryland, through Lynchburg, Virginia, a little 
to the east of Asheville, North Carolina, through Spartansburg, 
South Carolina, and to the north of Atlanta, Georgia. This 
line is roughly paralleled by the weste14 n boundary which, be-
ginning at Pittsburgh, continues down the Ohio to Kentucky, 
coinciding with the northwestern bounda ry by West Virginia and 
follows the river nearly to Maysville, Kentucky. From this 
point it passes southwest through Tullahoma, Tennessee, and 
Decatur, Alabama . 
These bovndary l ines have not been chosen arbitrarily by 
geographers. They correspond for t he most part with boundaries 
of natural divisions; on the east with the face of the Blue 
Ridge, which defines the western raa.rgin of the Piedmont Plat-
eau, on the south with the upper limits of the coastal plain 
and on the west with the western escarpment o::f the A~leghe:ny­
Cumberland Plateau. The northern line, in part purely politi-
cal, was in its beginnings a surveyor's line to determine a 
boundary dispute of long ste.n ding, growing out of the claims 
of Penn ana. Lord Baltimore. 
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It is a land of mountains, valleys , and plateaus . Each of 
the three parallel belts which lying lengthwise. northeast to 
southwest, form the highlands, is characterized by the predom-
inance of one of the physical features just mentioned. The 
outs tanding feature of the easte rnmost belt is the Blue Ridge 
mountain range, and it is therefore called the Blue 3idge Belt. 
The western is known as the Allegheny-Cumberland or .Appalachian 
Plateau . Between these truly upland belts extends the Greater 
Appalachian Valley, bette 1· known in its several parts as t he 
Valley of Virginia. the Valley of East Tennessee, and the Coosa 
River Valley of Georgia and Alabama. 
The use of the term valley, as applied to the great centra, 
zone of depression, is likely to mislead. It is more truly a 
valley-ridge section, with its true valley features prominent 
on its eastern side and with ridges t oward the west. The floor 
of the valley J."eaches in southern Virginia an altitude of from 
2,600 to 2,700 feet above the sea, descendi ng toward the north 
to an altitude of 500 feet at Harper 's Ferry, 'Nest Virginia, 
and southward to 500 feet or less in Alabama. The whole South-
ern Highland region is therefore an upland region with a great 
central depression, and not merely two separate mountain areas 
with a dividing valley. 
a. Blue Ridge Belt. 
In IJa ryland and Virginia the Blue Ridge Belt is narr~t, 
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varying in width from ten to sixteen miles~ until near the head 
waters of the Roanoke it begins to widen into a lofty plateau. 
This plateau lying for the most part in North Carolina reaches 
a maximum width of seventy miles, and a maximum height in 
Mount Mitchell of 6,711 feet. Passing soutlMard into Georgia, 
it becomes irregular and indefinite until it is lost in the 
Piedmont Plateau. In general outline it may be compared to a 
narrow lance-shaped leaf whose stem ie the single Blue Ridge 
range of Virginia, and whose tip rests in the region of Carter-
ville, Georgia. 
The Bl~e ~idge range proper, from its point of expansion 
in Virginia, continues southward under that name as the eastern 
border of the plateau. It carries the main divide between 
waters flowing into the Atlantic and into the Gulf, and rises 
from an average altitude of over 3,000 feet to a height of al~ 
most 6,000 :feet in Grandfather Mountain, North Carolina. 
Its eastern slopes are very steep; and the Yadkin, Catawba, 
Broad, and other streams that rise here and make their way to 
the Atlantic, dash down to the Piedmont Plateau in a series of 
high cascades and deep gorges. To the west the descent is more 
gradual. Westward flowing streams at first for some distance 
pass through broad high valleys. Deepening their channels as 
they go , the rivers - chief among which are the New, Watauga, 
Nolichucky, French Broad, Big Pigeon, Little Tennessee, Hi-
was see, and Ocoee - out through the mountains bounding the 
northwest edge of the plateau in deep narr~r gorges, and es-
cape to t he Greater Valley and eventually to the Mississippi 
and the Gulf • 
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This Northwest Mountain boundary of the plateau ha.s been 
and st i ll is kno·wn locally and popularly as the Great Smokies, 
from the largest of the segments into which it has been tlivided 
by the river gorges, but the general name Unaka is now applied 
to the whole range as well as to two of its fine principal 
segment s. From northeast to southwest these chief segments 
are called respectively the Iron, Unaka, Bald, Great Smoky, 
and Unaka Mountains. In general, the mountains of the Blue 
Ridge Belt are heavily wooded to the top and the whole region 
is one o:f extreme beauty. 
b. Allegheny-Cumberland Belt. 
Bordering the Greater Appalachian Yalley on the northwest 
is the Allegheny-Cumberland Belt. Throughout its extent it is 
a plateau belt, although to parts of it in both northen1 and 
southern Appalachians, the name mountains is applied. 
The plateau character of the belt is much more prominently 
marked in Tennessee and Alabama than farther north, but through. 
out its course it may be viewed as a great wall facing the 
Greater Appalachian Valley and sloping gradually to the north-
west toward the interior lm~lands. 
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The eastern escarpment of the Allegheny-Cumberland Pla-
teau, Belt , or the Allegheny Front as it is here called, enters 
the northern limits of our f i eld between Cumberland a nd Frost-
burg, Ma ryland. Along the Virginia - West Virgi nia boundary 
it rises to commanding heights. It declines farther sonth, but 
in the Big Black Niou...tltains of Virginia again attains to a heigh, 
of 4,000 feet. In Tennessee the plateau is much lower in al -
titude. .At Cumberland Gap, ms,de so famous in early settlement 
and later civil strifep its altitude is from 3,0oo ' t o 3,200 
feet, while the height of the Gap itself is but 1,649 feet. 
In Alabama the eastern part of the plateau is deeply cut 
by long narrow valleys, separated by isolated plateaus. The 
easternmost of these plateaus is Lookout Mountain, the eastern 
face of which marks the boundary between the Greater Valley and 
the Allegheny-Cumberland Belt in this state. To the we s t be-
yond Lookout and Wills Valley lies Sand Mountain, and still be-
yond, the deeply dissected remnants of the Cumberland Plateau 
proper, sloping gently to the southward until they merge in the 
Gulf coastal plain. 
The western bounds of the Allegheny-Cumberland Belt are 
the western boundary of West Virginia, the brol~en ''Knob CountrY' 
of eastern Kentucky i nto which the western escal1?ment of the 
Cumberland Plateau is here worn, and the irreg11lar but more 
clearly defined line of this escarpment in Tennessee and in 
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part of Alabama. 
c. Greater Appalachian Valley. 
Between these higher belts. the Blue Ridge on the east and 
the Allegheny-Cumberland on the west, extends the Greater 
Valley -- itself an upland region -- which has played so im-
portant a part i n the settlement of the Southern Highlands and 
in the history of our country. 
In Maryland the distinctive valley portion is an exten-
sion o.:f the Cumberland Valley of Pennsylvania, In Virginia it 
is really a series of valleys taking their names from their 
rivers -- the Shenandoah, the James, the Roanoke, the Kanawha 
or New, ~nd the Holston or Tennessee. In general configura-
tion the valley is continuous. It is often referred to as the 
Shenandoah from its most famous · }?art, and it is better known 
in its entirety as the Valley of Virginia. 
On the western side of the Greater Valley is a series of 
ridges known collectively as the Allegheny Ridges, lying be-
tween the Allegheny Front which forms the eastern escarpment 
of our plateau belt and the true valley section of the eastern 
part of the Great Valley. To the southward, especially in 
Tennessee, the ridge portion of the Valley becomes less prom-
inent and the valley character of the belt more marked, althougl: 
·'in Tennessee there are still prominent ridges or mountains in 
the Greater Valley. 
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In Georgia and Alabama the Valley broadens and descends 
in altitudey the valley ridges and enclosing mountain walls 
gradually lose their character and the whole belt becomes in-
distinguishable from the rolling plateau and coastal plain to 
the southward. 
The preceding pages may seem very dry and yet within them 
is contained the reason for the possibility of a paper such as 
this. Here amidst these towering mo1Ultains with their dense, 
heavily wooded slopes, and rushing mountain streams the early 
settlers came. They settled in the coves and valleys and 
gradually worked their way up the steep hillsides, However, 
means of communication and travel were difficult. In a measure 
they were shut off from the outside world. Therefore this is-
olated world of their own civilization remained at the same 
stage as when they first entered those ancient hills. This 
strange phenomenon ie due almost entirely to the fact of their 
isolation within the remote regions of this upland plateau. 
Here life did not progress. Where it did not degenerate it 
remained much like the civilization which its inhabitants knew 
before they entered this wilderness. However, that is antici-
pating our story. We shall now consider the people themselves: 
their origin, their character, and their mode of li~e. F rom 
these perhaps we can gain gleanings for our interpretation of 
their religion. 
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3. Ancestry and Culture in Relation to Religious Life. 
There were three main routes of migration through the 
Hi ghlands: one in centra l, one in western Pennsylvania, and 
the third in the Carolina Piedmont. By studying these we can 
determine the r acial elements in the streams of settlers. The 
valley of Virginia was the first part of the Highlands settled. 
This was a result of the overflow from Pennsylvania. As a 
whole the population of the valley was overwhelmingly Scotch-
Irish and German, the Germans predominating in the lower or 
northern part, a nd the Scotch-Irish in the southern or upper 
1 part. In the Piedmont section the ethnic strains are the same, 
s ave that in the southern current there was a greater repre-
sentati on, relatively , of Hi ghland Scotch and French Huguenots. 
From the Tidewater section a few English worked their way into 
the Ca rolina Piedmont section. 2 The preponderant races were 
thus Scotch-Irish and German with the Scotch-Irish in the as-
cendency. In later periods the English increased in large 
numbers in proportion to the immigrants of the other races. 
It is undoubtedly true t~zt some of the people are descen-
dants of those transported for alleged crimes and indentured 
1 As quoted by Campbell, The Southern Hi ghlander, p . 351. 
2 See J . H. Combs, The Kentucky Highlanders, pp. 7-8; 
ala o \.Y . G. Frost, "OUr Contemporary Ancestors in the Southern 
Mounta ins". 
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service. The freedom of the frontier made it a refuge for 
criminals and the oppressed, and its cheap lands attracted 
those who from poverty and debt, as well as from natural ambi-
tion and the spirit of adventure, wished to improve their for-
tunes. However, one may point out the high character of some 
of the indentured servants, and the exiled political prisoners. 
There are practically no authorities today who hold that this 
element has proved a very large factor in the life of this 
people. 
Fiske argues that these people are the J!Jnglish Freedmen 
of Virginia because the wrecks of humanity always seek the 
3 
out-of-way places to live. Campbell argues that they are 
Scotch-Irish and thus of a higher social rank than the English 
Freedmen. He bases his data upon the names to be found among 
these people. As evidence of a high social rank he found some 
homes contained classics and the children had been named Homer, 
4 Virgil, Shelle y, etc. Sharp, the ballad collector, argues 
on the basis of their ballads and dances that they come from 
the north of l~ngland and nearb y parts of Scotland and Ireland 
where the Scotch-I r ish are supposed to have originated. 5 
3 As quoted by Campbell, The Southern Highlander, p . 351. ~Campbell, The Southe rn Hi ghlander, p. 50. 
As qu oted by Campb ell, The Southern Hi ghlander, pp. 69-71. 
4. Description of the Physical Characteristics of 
the People and their Domestic Life. 
Though the Mount aineer comes of such vigorous stock as 
t he Scotch-Irish, he has reta ined little of the 
ruddy, vi gorous app earanc e of his forbea rs. The 
men are tall and lank, though sinewy and muscular, 
wi.th thin bony faces, sallow skins and dull hair. 
They hold themse lves i n a loose jointed. way; their 
shoulders droop in walking and sitting . Their faces 
are immobile, often inscrut able, but never stupid; 
f or one is sure that under this c al m exterior the 
mountaineer is doing some thinking , which be does 
not see fit to share with the "furriner", as he calls 
everyone coming from the outside world. The faces 
of the women are a l ways delicately moulded and re-
fined, with an e:h."'Pression of dumb patie nce telling 
of the heavy burden which life has laid upon them. 
They are absolutely simple, natural, and their child-
like unconsciousness of sel'f points to their long 
residence away from the gaze of the world. Their 
manners are gentle, gracious and unembarrassed, so 
that in talking with them one forgets their bare 
feet, ragged clothes and crass ignorance and in his 
heart bows anew to the inextinguishable excellence 
of the Anglo-Saxon race.6 
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The lot of the mountain woman is a hard one. Early mar-
riages are the expected thing. Generally this occurs while the 
girl is between the ages of 12 and 16. Her husband wi ll range 
between the ages of 16 and 20. Some visitors from the outside 
have accused these marriages of being very elemental in char-
acter and having little of the romantic spirit, However, to 
one who has been able to observe some of these descendants of 
early peoples and who still live much like their ancestors this 
6 E. C. Semple, rThe Anglo-Saxons of the Kentucky Mountains 'f , 
p. 593-594. 
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does not state the case. One need only see the hot flush of 
blood to the faces of those who are ntalking'' and observe their 
obvious embarrassment to .realize that the characteristic emo-
tions; of all true lovers are found here even in this somewhat 
primitive society. 
A girl when she is 20 is put on the "cull-list n, that is, 
she is no longer marriageable. A man is included in this un-
desirable cate gory at 28. Those girls who do not marry spend 
their time among their people where they are abl·e to find mis-
cellaneous t ypes of work. 
The families generally are similar to those of the patri-
archs. Indeed, large families are the expected thing and fam-
ilies from ten to 15 children are not uncommon. In addition 
to child bearing, a greater vart of the work f&lls to the woman. 
The spinning, weaving, ltnitting of stockings, sewing and re-
pairing of old clothes is all accepted as part of the woman's 
work. In addition to this she feeds aJm milks the cows; cuts 
wood upon occasion; oarrieA water from the spring; hoes weeds 
in the garden, and in fact practically tends the garden alone. 
E. c. Semple says that when he asked one woman what the men 
did, she replied, "The men folks they mostly sets on a fence 
and chaw tobacco and talk politics." 7 
7 Ibid., 595. 
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Practically all writers from the outside have made dis-
paraging remarks about half-baked soda-biscuits, "corn-pone", 
f.ried foods and other mountain delicacies that are difficult 
both to chew and digest. However, this is not a true statement 
of the case, at least not in the majority of homes. The 
''razor-back" hogs, sheep, occasionally a "beef'' and numerous 
squirrels, rabbits, wild turkeys and other wild game hel})ed 
supply the cupboard of the mountaineer with plenty of meat. 
Bread was made from corn or from rye as wheat was seldom grown. 
Pies were often made from pumpkins; cakes from molasses; and 
pope om balls served as another delicacy. Iv!ilk was always 
abundant due to the fact that practically every horne owned a 
cow. A few chickens furnished another supply of food and any-
one Who has had the pleasure of eating a meal supplied from suc 1 • 
"homegrown delicacies" can verify the fact that the meals are 
both wholesome and·:r,alatable. Many homes have hives of bees and 
where maple trees are to be found, maple syrup is secured and 
often used instead of molasses. 
The home of the mountaineer is a survival of pioneer ar-
chitecture. It is the blind or window-less one-room log cabin 
with the rough stone chimney on the outside.. The logs are 
sometimes squared with a "broad axe" and sometimes left with 
the bark on. The roofs are covered with oak boards one inch 
thick and three feet long, split from the wood by a wedge, and 
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placed much as ' one would lay shingles. The chimneys are 
built on the outside of native rock, roughly hewn and cemented 
with clay. The,se chimneys add a touch of beauty to the drab 
coloring of the cabin. In the broader valleys where conditione 
of life are better, cabins with several rooms are f ound and oc-
casionally nice, large frame houses • . 
Only the bare, rude necessities of life are found as fur-
nishings within the cabins. Almost everything is home-made. 
The beds are strong and sturdy f our posters (home-made, of 
course..l ·_with mattresses of chicken feathers. Gourds serve as 
receptacles for salt, soda and other kitchen supplies. The 
meal barrel w·as often a section of a log hollowed out or else 
a rude box which would hold meal. The chairs are all hand-made; 
the bottoms often made from hickory withes. The walls are of-
ten covered entirely with old newspapers, but little else is 
added as a means of decoration. Sometimes cowhides are tanned 
and placed on the floor as rugs or hung on the walls as decor-
ations. However, on the outside one Will find poppies, phlox, 
altheas and dahlias lifting their varied colored blooms to meet 
the morning sun. GrO\.ving over the side of the house or porch 
will be morning glory, cinnamon vines or wild mountain suy. 
The average mountain garden contains potatoes, beets, cabbages, 
onions, pumpkins and tomatoes. Generally, there is a patch 
of tobacco which is raised for home consumption. 
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His agricultural pursuits supply him with food and what 
other necessities that he requires are provided by the occa-
sional sale of a cow or some sheep. 
It is in this remoteness from the means of transportation 
that would enable him to dispose of his crops which are not 
needed for home consumption that accounts for the fact that he 
tries to convert his crop of corn into something which has less 
bulk and can more easily be disposed of. Semple again gives a 
splendid description of this e.lement in mountaineer li:fe. 
He makes moonshine whiskey and not all the revenue 
officers of the country have succeeded in suppress-
ing this industry. At our first camping-place, only 
15 miles from the railroad, we were told there were 
20 illicit stflls within a radius of 5 miles. Two 
women moreover wexe pointed out to us who eaxried 
on the forbidden industry; their husbands were killed 
in feuds, so they continue to operate the stills to 
supp ort their families. He thinks it laudable to 
evade the law; an opinion which is shared by his 
fellows who are ready to aid and abet him. He, there-
fore, sets up his still in some remote gorge, over-
hung by trees and thickly grown with underbrush, or 
in some cave whose entrance is effectua lly screened 
by boulders or the dense growth of the forest and 
makes his moonshine whiskey while he leaves a brother 
or partner on guard outside to give warning if revenue 
officers should attempt a raid. It is a brave man 
wh o will serve as deput y marshall in one of these 
mountain counties; for raiding a still means a battle, 
and the mountaineers, like all backwoodsmen, are fine 
marksmen. The moonshiner fully understands the pen-
alty for illicit distilling and if he is caught takes 
his punishment 1 ike a phi los ophe r -- all the more as 
there is no opprobrium attached in his community to 
a term in the penitentiary for this crime. The dis-
grace falls upon the one who gave testimony against 
the distiller; and often a mountaineer, if summoned 
as a witness in such a case, leaves his county till 
the trial is over 9 rather than appea r for prosecu-
tion.B 
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The trades in the mountains are the primitive ones of a 
pioneer community -~ cobbler, blacksmith and miller; but even 
these elemental industries have not been differentiated. 
The only work of the women which brings money into the 
family treasury is searching for ginseng and other herbs. 
Thi s root is found only in the most inaccessible ravines; but 
the women go out on their search, oftentimes without shoes 9 
t ak ing their collie or shepherd dogs along to ward off rattle-
s nakes. 
Because they are isolated so far from the rush of the 
world the Hi ghlanders have in their manner the repose of the 
eternal hills. They are free from self-consciousness in the 
presence of strangers 9 and meet one's gaze squarely and direct-
l y . These people are stra ight forward and direct without the 
sophisticated veneer of civilization. Of "book larnin'" they 
have none, but commonsense is supplied with generous amounts. 
Though hampered by i gnorance their intellects are natively 
acute and strong . Hospitality is never a matter of lip ser-
vice. A stranger is always welcome, that is, if his identity 
as a friend is established. Where there are not enough beds, 
the people of the house often sleep u·pon the floor in order 
8 ~·· 597. 
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that their guests might have the beds. rrstrangers, won't you 
light and set? Hitch your hosses. This is a rough country and 
I'm a poo? man, but you c an have all I've got, TT is the natural 
expression of greeting and those who have accepted the hospi-
t a lity of a taciturn mountaineer know that it is a genuine and 
sincere expression. 
The mountaineer, in common with the isolated peoples of 
all nations, never forgets either a slight or kindness. He is 
a good lover and a good hater; his emotions are strong, his 
passions are few but irresistible; because his feeling has a 
lack of objects on which to expend themselves, they pour their 
full tides into one or two channels and cut those channels 
deep. 
The life of the mountaineer bears the stamp of the 
18th century. His cabin home is rich in the local 
color of an age long past. And more than anything 
else his speech shows how the current of time has 
swept by and left them in an eddy.9 
Personal independence was their strongest trait. In 
the land of the saddle-bags p ioneer life survives, 
not in faded tradition, but in actual fact up every 
creek and in the head of every "holler!" The lan-
guage and life have been modified, not by the see ping 
in of new currents, but only by the weathering of 
time. The freshness of the Re1~issance color has 
faded, but the fabric is as Elizabethan as when the 
settlers came .10 
Mountain speech is the living language of a people, 
more closely akin to Elizabethan English than any 
other dialect spoken today . They use these archaic 
words because the modern equivalent has not yet come 
16 Ibid • , 6 20 • "J':Illf. Raine, "The Speech of the Land of the Saddle Bags". 
in. Strong preterites are still much in use: clum 
for climbed, drug for dragged, wropt for wrapped, 
holp for help and sometimes in fotch for fetch. 
They say fur an d furde:r. They form plurals by add-
ing -es, especially in words ending in st! postes, 
frostes, joistes, waistes • 
.A lad may c all a cow contrarious and surely in this 
age he should not be blamed for expanding forefathers 
into foreparents. Afeard is more logical than afraid. 
i"-1. bag is a poke, a salad a sallet, and an excited 
state franzy. Looking through the fence at a frisky 
c a lf, a mountain boy remarks, nHit's an antic calf.TT 
The mountain mother refers to her daughter's skill 
as ns ally's sleight at buttermaking." We also hear 
allow for assume. 
There a re awkward and slovenly slips such as sech, 
sence, a gin, Scriptur, ventur, natur. nrf you give 
y our pigs a good start, they'll grow off" or nsusie 
hain 't been much to school but she learned off." A 
"sight of flowers" still denotes abundance. They 
"git u-p afore day to git a soon start." "He's a 
leetle grain techy.nll , 
In the home the wife is "my woman," the husband is 
his wife's ''man"; here in the hills is a survival 
of the times when fors aking all others, married folk 
clave only to each other. The mother, suckling the 
nleast one" of the children, tells of the oldest 
daughter's progress in the art of weaving: 'lShe 
can warp off every grain as good as ever I could; 
I aim to learn her to gear the loom tomorrow.'' The 
child on the floor plays with "hits puppets !'•12 
Too much has been written on the subject of blood feuds 
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to discuss it here. However, the following incident which is 
a true one indicates that the methods of "feuding" were not due 
to l a ck of personal bravery. 
"You're Bill Judd, Rain 't you?" 
11 Ibid., 230-237. 
12 H. n. Norman, 11 The t;n glish of the I'.lountaineer", Atlantic 
Monthly , Feb., 1910, p, 278. 
nyes, sir, n replied the first man. 
"Well, I heard you're the best man in Knott county," 
continued the second. 
TTI've heard it, too,n was the quiet reply. 
"I'm the best man in Perry and a better man than you,'' 
came the challenge. 
"That's for you to say and me "t;;o find out, n was its 
ace eptanc e. 
"Will you make it ten or twanty paces?" 
"Ten." 
So they backed off ten paces and drew. They fired five 
or six times at each other until the Perry man got a 
bullet through his body and fell over his horse's neck. 
"Paw got one through the stomach," added the son of 
the Knott county champion, who told the story, "and 
had a right smart trouble with his eating for some time 
arter. "13 
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No survey of the life of the people would be complete with-
out a reference to the ballads of the people. 
Though these people came into the mountains with 18th 
century civilization, their isolation and poverty not 
only prevented them from prog ressing, but also forced 
them to revert to earlier usages which at the time of 
their coming were obsolescent. Under these circum-
stances the mountaineer reverted to his ancestral type 
of literature and revived ballad poetry. This has 
now been handed down from lip to lip through genera-
tions, the slightly variant form and phrase only tes-
tifying to its genuineness. The ballad of "Barbara 
Allen", popular in Great Britain 300 years is . well 
known in several of the mountain counties. The music 
for all these ballads is in a weird minor key and is 
sung in a nasal tone. As far as· we were able to judge 
13 Vif. A. Bradley, " In Shakespeare's America 1 , p.442-444. 
the women were the c h ief e~onents of mountain min-
strelsy and the accuracy of their memories for these 
long poems is suggestive of Homeric days.l4 
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'Ne have tried to give a p icture of the Sou the rn Hi ghlander 
as he has been. A descriP.tion of him i n 1900 was just ab out 
the s ame as it would have been in 1800. His entire life as 
we ha ve studie d its various aspects has been one steady, 
straight line with no advance but merely keeping the s ame level. 
Th is continuity of e x istence as it might be called, is due, as 
we have t r ied to p oin t out, to the geo g raphic a l and climatic 
fea tures of his }lome. In my description I ha v,e tried to give 
the most accurate description that I could by a comparison o:f 
sources and by the verification of my own personal experience. 
If I have been unfair or unJust, I silently ask forgiveness 
from those: 
Who still travel the Old Trail --
Yfuo still believe the old things 
Who still k now how to laugh --
lfuo still know how to weep --
Who love the Old Trail more and more --
lfuo expect to keep the Trail till the Trail 15 leads home. 
14 E . C. Semple, "The Anglo-Saxon of the Kentucky Mountains, p. 6::2 
15 Joseph M. Howland, Bright -~ngel Trail, from Dedicatory page. 
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CHAPTER II 
THE G~OWTH 0~ DENOMI NATIONALISM IN THE HIGHLANDS 
1. Early Settlement and Growth of the Presbyterians. 
As we have seen, the Scotcb-Irish were the predominant 
g r oup i n the settlement of the highla nds. There was a strong 
reli gious element among them. The p redominant faith was that 
of the Presbyterian Church, The German settlers too were non-
co nformists, although divided among a number of sects of which 
the most imp ortant were the German Reformed, the Lutherans and 
:Mo ravians. Many cong regations, however, became i n time aff il-
iated with the P resbyte r ians, which denomi nation for some years 
was a l most the only one to maintain establish ed ministers on 
' 1 
the frontier. Es pecially wa s this true, says Faust, of the 
German l1eformed chu.rches whose doctrines, held probably by most 
of the Palatines .~· · ; , were very close to the P resbyterians. 
The diarie s of the Moravian missionaries indicate the 
scarcity of ministers about the middle of the eighteenth cen-
turies. Schne.ll say s of his visit to the people on the S outh 
Bra nch of the Potomac, July 17, 1747, nldter the se rmon the 
peop le compla ined ab out their condition, that they had no 
minister, While in Pennsylvania there were so / many.'' 
1 Faust, A. B., The Germa n Element in the United States, Vol. 
1, p . 123 ; Vol. 2, p. 419. 
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11 July 20: At noon we stopped with an Jt~nglj.shman . He com-
plained that for t wo years he had heard no sermon , although he 
had been compelled eve ry year to pay for the county minister." 
:lev .. Hugh HeAden traveled through a section of northwestern 
South Carolina never visited before by a clergyman. On JTovem-
ber second, he preached to a people rrmany of whom had never 
heard a sermon in all their lives before, 11 and yet several of 
them had families. One old roon had never seen a shirt, been in 
a fair, heard a sermon, or seen a minister."2 
3 
Hanna, in his history of the Scotch-Irish, finds 138 
mountain cong regations of the P resbyterian Church. These were 
organized between 1737 and 1799 and spread over a territory 
extending in length from the New Hiver on the northeast to 
frontiers on the Tennessee River on the southwest, at p resent 
about 200 miles; and from the Blue or eastern Ridge of the 
Appalachian l.Iountains to the Cumberland Iilount a i ns, about 140 
miles i n breadth. 
The colony of Virginia claimed jurisdiction over a large 
part of this region. Dissenters were permitted to worship in 
their own way provided they took oaths of allegiance and su-
remacy, declared against transubstantiation, had meeting-houses 
3 Hanna , Charles A., The Scotch-Irish in America, Vol. II, pp. 
108-118. 2 Hinkle and Kemper, 1'Ivioravian Diaries of Travels Through 
Virginian. 
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legally registered, and ministers duly licensed under certain 
restrictions. These privileges were granted under the Toler-
at ion Act of 1689 ·passed by the English Parliament. These 
conditions helped to maintain the independent views of the 
Hi ghlanders and saved them from the dominance of the Establishe 
Church, certain ~eatures of which were very oppressive to those 
living in the tidewater region. These Presbyterians rendered 
valuable service during the French and Indian War and as ·a re-
sult of this, the Colonial Council did not impose the somewhat 
harsh measures to suppress the attacks upon the established 
church by the ranks of dissent from the Lowland Counties. The 
privileges and leniency thus shown to the Presbyterians was a 
step in the direction of Hel igious Freedom, but it remained 
for the Bap tists to demand complete religious liberty. 
2. Beginnings and Development of the Baptist Church. 
By 1714 a group of General Baptists4 in southeastern 
Virginia, and a number of Regular Baptist Churches 
were by the middle of the century situated in the 
Virginia Valley and in the Piedmont at the base of 
the Blue Hidge.5 
However, the great Baptist movement had its be ginnings wi tr. 
the Separate Baptists. A Boston preacher, Shubal Stearns, in 
4 Arminian in doctrine; as opposed to the Calvinistic view 
which emphasizes the doctrine of election. 
5 Campbell, John c., The S outhern Highlander and His Homeland, 
p. 158. 
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1751 established a church in Guilford county, north Carolina. 
This movement spread through n orth Carolina and ·into Virginia. 
Its advance was so great that it reached the very citadels of 
tbe Established Church. 
6 Campbell, gives as a cause of the rapid growth, the fol-
lowing reason: the fundamental democracy of their appeal, 
j)he right of every man, no matter how poor and unlearned he 
might be, to think for himself in matters of religion, and to 
lead others, was at the base of the response found in the com-
mon folk of the country. 
It was more than a religious movement. It was a protest 
against religious, social, and pblitical privilege. Thus, as 
soon as it became evident that not only the established church 
was threatened, but the authority of the privileged classes as 
well, a bitter persecution was be~1n against them. The minis-
ters suffered all kinds of indignities, but these indignities 
and sufferings proved the seeds of the church. 
In 1770 there were over 1,000 Baptists in Virginia and in 
1774 over 5,000. Even where they did not make direct converts 
they won the sympathy and cooperation of the people. By 1787 
the Regula rs and Separates had joined, a~d they had meanwhile 
been making common cause of their reli gious and political 
6 Ibid • , 15 9 • 
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ideals. 
The Quakers and Presbyterians took part in this general 
movement but the Methodists were concerned with the spread of t 
their religious doctrines and thus remained in the Established 
Church until the year preceding the Bill for the Act for Re-
ligious Freedom. 
In 1785 complete separation of church and state was a-
chieved. Thorn says, 
At the end of the st rnggle the Baptists had been 
largely instrumental in putting Virginia in the 
lead of the civilized nations in the assertion 
of the absolute freedom of religious faith from 
civic control. This was a great achievement, a 
thing new in the history of the world. And it is 
a record which any denomination and any people 
may be proud, this record of the plain ever,vday 
people of our land. 7 
After the i"tevolutionary War there came a general exodus 
t o the West. This was due to the fact that many had been left 
destitute by the war and had been given grants of land or ex-
pected to find better opportunities further west. Semple es. 
timates that between 1791 and 1810 fully one-fourth of the 
Baptists of Virginia emigrated to Kentucky. 
From the preceding pages it can easily be seen that the 
Scotch-Irish were largely Presbyterian. Now the Baptists are 
7 Thorn, William Taylor, The Struggle for Religious Wreedom in 
Virginia: The Baptists, pp. 93-94. 
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beginning to become the d.ominant group. The reasons for this 
are easily apparent. The Presbyterians believed in an educ ated 
ministry. Their religious services were held with a greater 
degree of ritual and dignity . There was not as much emotional 
fervo r i n their preaching as in the fiery evangelists of the 
Baptists. Newman writes: 
The early Baptists of Kentucky were as a rule thor-
oughly imbued with prejudice aga inst educa ted and 
salaried ministers. The exp erie nee of early Virginia 
Baptists in being taxed for the support of irreli-
gious and vicious clergymen whose only recommendation 
was that they had received a university education, 
led them to look with suspicion upon the highly ed-
uc a ted, and to prefer a ministry from the ranks of 
the pe ople earning a support by following secular 
pursuits .8 
3. 3ise of the Methodists and Consequent Growth. 
The growth of the Me thodists in the mountains did not be-
g 
gin ru1til after the Revolution. Price says that there were 
Me thodists i n southwestern Virginia by 1773 or 1774 and pos-
sibly a church in Pula ski County. Even in 1787 meetings were 
held in private homes and there were no stewa rds, no leaders,. 
no exhorters and only one local preacher. However, by 1803 
the Holston Circuit contained 2,933 Methodists. During the 
early yea rs of the nineteenth century the Great Awakening 
8 Newman , A. . H., History of the Bapt ist Churches in the United 
9 States, pp. 303-305. Price, H. N., Holston Methodism from its Ori gin to the ? re-
sent Time, Vol. I., p . 8. 
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spread from east Tennessee into Virginia and Kentucky. 
Dating from this the Methodist and Ba-ptist Churches have 
outstripped the original church of the mountains in almost all 
areas. 
4. The Disciples of Christ. 
The Disciples undoubtedly grew out of the social condi-
tions of the frontier. The Methodists, Baptists ancl Presbyter-
ians often met and preached together. Yet the differences 
among them gave rise to many quarrels and battles. Thus the 
desi re grew in the hearts of many that Protestantism might be 
united and the divisions among the churches abolished. Bass 
says that und oubtedly the Disciples arose out of a desire for 
unity in ?rotestantism.10 Mode also attributes the rise of the 
Disciples to the same cause. 
It was not strange there f ore that in the camp ground 
regions of the frontier where thousands each year 
were wont to me et in happy Christian accord, the 
Barton d . Stone Uovement of Protest against Party-
ism developed so spontaneously and vigorously.ll 
However, basically it was a religious movement rather than a 
social movement. The adherents to this c ause were found among 
all t ypes of peopl e whether they were rich or poor. They were 
united in a movement which they felt would restore unity to 
10 Bass, A. B., Protestantism in the United States, p . 55. 
11 Hode, Peter G. , The Frontier Spirit in American Christianity 
p . 108. 
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Protestantism and it was this tha t supplied their dynamic. 
At the time ~lias Smith, born in Lyme, Connecticut 9 1769,. 
ana_ Abner J ones, born in Vermont, 1772, were reaching their 
religious convictions: namely , that the y should use the name 
Christian and f ollow the Bible alone as a rule of f a ith and 
12 practice, a Methodist minister i n the Hi ghlands was reaching 
a similar conclusion. 
This man, James O'Kelly by name, withdrew from the Metho-
dist organi zation after a clash with Asbury . He then organized 
the Republican Methodist Church. In 1794 on a movement made by 
3ice Haggard and A. M. Rafferty at Lebanon Church, Surry County 
Virginia, it was decided that "henceforth the Re publican Meth-
odist s a s followers of Christ should be known simpl y as Chris-
tians and tha t the Bible itself be t aken as the only creed."l3 
The f ore-mentioned Rice Hagga rd soon left Virginia and 
went to Ke ntucky where he bec ame an influential cit izen. He 
was p re s ent June 28, 1804 when t he "Springfield ?resb ;. tery" 
withdrew from the Presb yterian church to f ind gre ater simplicit 
of church government. At Haggard's sugges tion the name Chris-
tian was adapted for this group a lso. The le ader of this group 
was Ba rton W. Stone who, ha ving been born in I!Ia ryland, 1772, 
12 
13 Garrison, ·.v. E ., Heligion li1 o1lows the Frontier, p. 61. ~· t p . 62. 
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spent most of his boyhood in Virginia and studied in an academy 
in North Carolina. He was converted during a revival held by 
James l.IcGrea dy, a Presbyterian minister and was led to enter 
the ministry. From North Ca rolina he went to Tennessee and 
then to Kentucky where he became past or of two 1?resbyte rian 
churches, One at C~ne J idge and another at Concord. This was 
in 1796. Three years later McGready came into Tennessee and 
Kentucky and in 1801 Stone attended another of his meetings. 
Here he was struck by the strange physical manifestations, but 
on the whole he was favorable to the meeting. 14 
On his return to his own congregations, the famous Cane 
Hidge camp meeting took place. One of the effects of this re-
vival was to place a greater emphasis upon the belief that the 
Bible was a better guide to faith and practice than any creedal 
formation . Thus it was that at first he, wi th four other 
Presb yterian ministers, withdrew from the Presbyte~r and finall 
in 1804 from the Presbyterian Church. 
The revival at Cane J idge where Stone was pastor, 15 will 
always be a l andmark in the history of religion in the section 
surrounding ca ne Ridge. Finally in August, after Stone had 
gone to hear Hc Gready p reach, people began to come in f or the 
annual camp meeting. Peo ple were pre sent from places as far 
14 Tyler, B . B., A History of the Disciples of Christ, p. 1 5 . 
15 Ibid., p. 16. 
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distant as Ohio. Some estimates ha ve been made that twenty or 
thirty thousand people were present. Eoth l'Iethodist and Bap-
tist preachers aided in the work and the encampment was so 
large that four or five preachers could speak at the same time 
without confusion. The people exhibited all types of emotional 
responses to the exhortations. They ha d the "jerks", many 
fell as if they had been killed, others shouted and some 
da nced. 16 However, a distinctly religious phase of life was 
entered upon by entire communities. In all the churches for-
17 
malism gave way to spiritual life and fervor. The meeting 
l a sted six or seven days and would have continued longer if 
food had not given out. 
Meanwhile Thomas Campbell in Scotland was beginning to 
reach somewha t similar conclusions, and in 1807 he came to 
America. In 1809 he was followed by his son, Alexander Camp-
bell, who was to build the framework upon which the ·policies 
and doctrines of the Disciples of Christ would be based. These 
two, father and son, after the former had seceded from the 
Presbyterian church, formed The Christian Association of Wash-
ington. In 1813 this organization, which had been reorganized 
a s the Brush Hun Church, was admitted into the Redstone Baptist 
Association at Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 
16 Ib i d • , p • 16 • 
17 Ioia., P· 17. 
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."? rom this period until 1830 the Campbell's and their 
follovvers were thinking through the points which came to char-
acterize their church. 
In 1 829 the Beaver Association of Pennsylvani~shocked by 
the errors of peo·ple who had taken up the views of the Camp-
bell's and their followers, formulated a syllabus of errors as 
the reason for withdrawing fellowship with those who held these 
points. This syllabus gives a general idea of the views and 
doctrines held by the Campbellites. 
1. There is no promise of Salvation without baptism. 
2. That baptism should be administered on belief 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God wi thout 
examination on any other point. 
3. That there is no direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit on the mind before baptism. 
4. That baptism procures the remission of sins and 
the g ift of the Holy Spirit. 
5. 1'hat man's obedience pl a ces it in God's power 
to elect to salvation. 
6. That no creed is necessary for the church. 
7. That all bantized persons have a right to ad-
minister the ordinance of baptism.l8 
Alexander Campbell had made his home after his marr i age 
at what is now Bethany, Vest Vi r ginia . Re was ab le to mainta in 
his family by the income from a farm inherited by his wife. 
However , he s-pent much of his time tra veling and preaching. In 
1824 he met Mr . St one who had continued to preach t hroughout 
the state of Kentucky and had many followers. Drawn together 
18 ~ls quoted by N. E . Garris on, Religion Follows the Frontier, 
pp . 134-135. 
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by the similarity of their views a union of the two grot~s was 
proposed after the followers of Campbell had withdrawn fe llow-
sh i p wi t h t he Bapt ists. P inally at IJexington, Kentuc ky , Jan-
uary 1, 1832, a co nfe renee held b y the t wo g rm~ps unanimously 
agreed that there should be a union of the t wo groups. 
In the years that have followed the 11 0am-pbellitesn have 
secured many additions to their cause. I n the mountain re gions 
in which we are intere s ted they have been narrow and conserva -
tive_ The other denominations had a common denomination in the 
belief of a vital religious experience. The "Campbellites" 
however "hewed to the letter of the law" and i n no jot or tittle 
deviated from what they felt to be the true interpretation of 
So ri pture thait a man could not have a religi ous experience un-
til he had been immersed as the Holy Spirit was not given until,_ 
according to the Scriptures, Acts 2:38, the people had repented 
and were baptized. 
Even today the spirit of intolerance is still p revalent 
and the leaders of this group w ould be horrified to think of 
admitting pe ople lnto the chu rch wl thout i mme rs lon, as many of 
the more llberal churches of the 1Disciples di d in the mid-west. 
There is still no desire to unite with ot her cong regations un-
less these cong regations will m1ite on the pr inci ples laid down 
by -'-ilexander Campbell. 
However, in the valleys and on the lowe r slopes where com-
munic a tion with the outside worl d has ke pt them from being 
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isolated the spirit of tolerance is prevailing. This group in 
recent years has not made any great advances in membership., 
except where a pastor ~as led individual churches into a more 
tolerant attitude toward other denominations. Those who still 
preserve the old 11 Cam-pbellite" traditions are like lone voices 
crying in the wilderness. 
5. Origin and Growth of the Primitive Baptists. 
The Primitive Baptist Church had its origin in North Gar-
19 olina shortly after the middle of the 18th century. This 
church is unique in some aspects of its church polity. Its 
purpose for coming into being was to combat everything that was 
prog ressive and modern in the other denominations. Sunday 
Schools were supposed to have ori ginated from the devil. Mis-
sionary movements are against the expressed will of God. A 
minister should not be educated and should be able to preach 
without preparation. 
In doctrine they are strangely Calvinistic and some still 
believe in infant damnation. 20 All of the churches believe in 
predestination. No baptism, even by immersion, is valid unless 
performed by their ministers. They hold rigidly to the doctrine 
~6 Combs, J. H., The Kentucky Mountaineer, p. 36. 
Ibid., p. 36. 
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of perseverance of the saints. l'Jo one is allowed to join with-
out a proper experience. The preachers have a type of de-
livery that cannot be imitated. It is a sing-song monotonous 
pitch. ~here is no knowledge of homiletics; the English is 
terrible, and the exegesis is bad even for fundamentalists. 
However, their sincerity is a redeeming quality. Further , thei 
lives are better than their preaching, Since the turn of the 
century they have been decreasing steadily in numbers because 
of their opposition to evangelism. This opposition is based 
upon the doctrine of predestination. Undoubtedly, this group 
will soon disappear from the Highland section. 
6. Recent Growth of the Hol iness Sects. 
In recent years a new group has entered this area. These 
new sects are those which Clark21 designates as the Perfection-
ist and Charismatic sects. No accurate data can be found about 
their first entrance into this area. Traveling evangelists 
probably entered and established congregations after holding 
tent meetings and securing enough members to start a church. 
Speaking of the origins of this type of church we find tba: 
in 1894 three Pentecostal Tabernacles s prang up in Brooklyn . 
In 1895 a Church of the Nazarenes was organized in Los Angeles. 
In 1907 a union of these and other similar churches were united 
21 Clark, 'l'he Small Sects in America, p, 68. 
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under the name Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene. In 1919 the 
word Pentecostal was dropped and the body became the Church o~ 
22 the Nazarene. 
There are many variations from this larger body, but all 
of them have similar characteristics. 23 The poorer people find 
in them the fellowship which is denied them in the denomina-
tions frequented by the more prosperous people. A second char-
acteristic is the insistence upon a vital religious experience. 
The older denominations have grown somewhat cold and formal and 
their doctrine of the rebirth has lost its cutting edge. In 
these new sects people once more find God through a deep reli-
gious experience which satisfied the hunger in their hearts for 
a certainty of the reality of God and supplies an outlet for 
their emotions. These mountaineer people who are desce ndants 
of the Calvinists in Scotland and the Wesley's in England are 
of the Puritan frame of mind. The ascetic strain is strong and 
the call to repentance and a life of strict morality preached 
by the holiness groups makes a wide appeal. Perhaps the only 
valid objection against the entrance of these new sects is that 
they are strict literalists. It is a pity that the Methodists, 
Baptists and Presbyterians, who have lost their wide appeal, 
could not have retained the element of vital religious exper-
~~See Clark, The Small Sects in America, p. 94f. 
Ibid., Chap. VIII. 
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ience. If this had occurred it would have been ~ossible to 
give the ~eo~le a valid intellectual basis ~arallel to their 
genuine religious experience. 
The influence of this grou~ is forcing the leaders of 
other churches t o face up to the fact that even today people 
are starved emotionally and that there is a need for a sane 
emphasis upon religious experience which will supply the needec 
outlet for the emotions. 
Undoubtedly in the years immediately ahead this group of 
''Holiness Churches 11 will play an important part in the reli-
gious life of the people. 
From this period on the religious life of the people was 
almost u~on a level until we reach the present period. In the 
next chapter we will describe the religious life in its vari-
ous phases and this will serve to supplement the information 
contained in this cha~ter upon the history of the denomina-
tions. Then in our final chapter we will analyze the present 
trends in the religious life of the Southern Highlander. 
CHAPrER III 
DESCRIPTION OF THE VARIOUS ELEMENTS IN THE 
RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE PEOPLE 
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In this chapter I desire to describe as accurately and 
yet ae sympatheticallY as I can the various factors which make 
up the total religious life in the Southern Highlands. How~ 
ever, the reader will truly appreciate the religious life of 
this people only when he has had an opportunity to observe 
the people at first hand and to enter sympathetically into 
their lives. 
1. The Highland Ministers: Their Life and Work. 
Because of its isolation and retarded conditions the 
Southern Mountains could be considered a frontier and frontier 
preachers have much in common the world over. Most of them 
have never had much education; the majority never receive muoh 
remuneration; the joy of service and sacrifice for others is 
their highest compensation. 
This has been true of the ministers who have labored in 
the service of the people in the Southern Mountains. Most of 
them have been reared in the mountains. Tlle education they 
received, if any at all, was in a small one room schoolhouse, 
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1 
with a textbook by Webste~ for a period of approxlmately threE 
~onths a year for five or six years. lmny of them did learn 
to read, but I have known one 01" -two personally whose reading 
ability was limited• 
The preparation of their sermons was made While they were 
at work in most instances. While they rested they wo~ld study 
their Bibles for texts upon which to preach. Mason quotes one 
who said, "I jest toted my Bible in a tow sack at the handle 
of mY bull tongue and I steddied it at the turn of the furrer 
and conseedered hit through the rows."2 
The idea of writing sermons would be conside:reli. an 
abomination and a temptation of the devil• They were to speak 
extemperane ously, as they felt that speaking that way the 
Holy Sp~rit gave them utterance. 
Many ·of these preachers were country doctors. In summer 
and winter, rain or snow, cold or sunshine, they answered the 
calls for their services. Speaking of one Dr. Shelbourne, 
J. w. West says, "He carried his medicine in one saddle pocket 
and his Bible in the other and used both frequently. Often he 
was asked to read from the word of God and to pray when in the 
3 
sickroom in his professional capacity." The devotion of these 
1 This speller was published by Noah Webster in 1785 ~der the 
title of "A Grammatical· Institute of the English Language." 
It was divided into three parts: A spelling book, a grammar, 
and a reader. It was nationally known as Wehster•s Blue 
2 Ba~k S~elling Book. 
3 R. L. Mason, The Lure of the Great Smokies, PP• 184-185. J. w. West, Sketches of ·our Mountain Pioneers -p. 19. 
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shepherds of the nook can never be truly appreciated. The 
stories of sufferings and hardships endured by men like Dr. 
Shelbourne leave us with minds wondering how they were able to 
endure as much as tb.ey did• Our genel'atton with so little of 
the sacrificial element cannot fully appreciate these men be• 
cause we have nothing in our experience comparable to their 
lives, 
Their services were rendered free of charge as most of 
the men thought 1 t "inexpedient", because of the popular belie 
that preachers should, like Paul, labor for their support, to 
4 
stress the matter of p~storal support, Many of them had 
small mountain farms upon which they depended for maintainanoe 
Yet because they were often called long distances to parti-
cipate in funerals or camp meetings they were never able to 
give proper attention to their farms. As a result most of 
these mountain preachers were always poverty stricken. 
Because of the insi~tence upon the divine call to preach 
many men had to be admitted into the fellowship of the minist 
as they claimed that they had received the divine call to 
preach, Among these would be men of immoral character who 
could not be denied the right to preach until by theil' lives 
they had shown they were unworthy. The only standards by 
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which they were judged were of a moral nature. There were no 
educational teats or standards. Thus only when a man had com~ 
mitted an offense against moral standards of the community 
would he be churched. It was not uncommon to find men accused 
of adultery, petty thievery, or even murder. upon occasion. 
I have myself known cases such as those mentioned above where 
the preachers were asked to withdraw from church membership• 
Yet these cases are the exception and should not allow the 
occasional instances to overshadow the consecrated lives of 
the majority• 
The following sermon was reported with considerable ac-
curacy by a Berea student, No single discourse should be 
taken as fairly representative of an entire people. This ser-
mon contains the usual topics -- doctrine, experience (the 
most saving element) and reproof of the church. While lacking 
in refinement, and exhibiting that zeal "which is not accord-
ing to knowledge," its manly vigor will command respect. The 
language abounds in quaint idioms and Saxon survivals like 
the pronoun "hit," 
My brethering, you'll find my tex' somers in the 
Bible, an' I haint agoin' ter tell yer whar: b-q.t 
hit's thar. Ef yer don't belieVe hit; you jest 
take down yer Bible an' hunt twell yer find hit, 
an' you'll find a heap more thet;s good, too,. 
My tex' is this: "On this rock will I build my 
church, an' the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against hit." 
Now. I'm gain' ter apeak the truth ter.day no 
matter who hit hits. Ef they'a ary man in this 
aujience thet don't agree with me, thet's his look~ 
out, an' not mine. ~he question fur us ter answer 
'bout this tex' is this: Wut church war hit thet 
the Lord founded? Wut church is hit that the gates 
of hell haint agoin' ter prevail against? I'm 
agoin' ter answer that question; an' I'll tell yer 
wut church hit is i hit's the Ole Hardshell Bab.-
tist church; thet s wut church hit is. 
A heap o• people says hit war the Christian 
church, Well, hit warn•t. The Campbellites says 
they're Christians; the Method is' says, "We're 
Christians, too." Wall, I haint a Christian; I'm 
a Babtist. I fine in the Bible thet the disciples 
war fust called Christians at Antioch. Not at 
Jerusalem, The Lord never called the church Chris-
tians, nur no person else thet had ary right ter 
gin the church a name. The Lord founded the cnurch 
when He went down inter tne warter, an' the gates 
of hell ~hall not prevail against hit. 
Neow they's a heap o' people don't like the 
doctrings of this hyur church ouz we teach predes-
tination. Now I wanter tell you~ Them folks is jist lack a ole hoss-ah! they you've worked hard all 
day at the plow~ah! You fotch him out at night.-ah! 
an' you go fur to carry him home-ah! An' you ooine 
up nigh onter a ole black stump-ah! a settin' by 
the side of the road-ah! 
An' wen the ole hoes sees hit he stops-ah! 
An' his yurs pints right straight at the stump-ah! 
an' every har on his back pints right straight at 
his yurs-ah! an' thar he stan 's-ah& with hie laigs 
stiff lack fence-rails ... ah .! an' you've got a good 
strong bridle-ah! yer kin git him up fernent hit-ah! 
an' then he gives a great snort, so--boo-oh! an' 
goes by bit with a jump-ah! an' twarn't nothin' 
but a stump none of the time, 
Now brethering, they haint no more harm in the 
doctorings of the ole Hardshell Babtist church-ah! 
than they is in thet ole stump-ah! 
Now look ahere-ah! We find when we read the 
Scriptures of divine truth-ah! thet Solomon he 
built a temple-ah! an' he hed all the work done 
way off-ah! so they warn't no sound of hammer to 
be heard at the building-ah! An' the timber war 
ahewed~ah! an' asquared-ah! an' aplumbed-ah! way 
out in the mountings-ah! an' then King Solomon 
he gin orders-ah! fur ter make the timbers up into 
raftis-ah 1 an' float 'em down ter Joppy ... ah.! Now, 
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jes' supposing some of them workmen hed asaid-ah! 
one of the hewers o' wood., or drawers o' warter 
hed asaid-ah! UI'll equal!' this timber-ah! an' 
I'll plumb hit-ah! but taint while fur me ter 
immerse hit all over in the warter-ah! I'll jis' 
take a leettle warter-ah! an' sprinkle on them 
timbers-ah! That'll do jist as well-ah! Hit 
taint no savin' orjinoe nohow-aht" How do yer 
reckon them timbers wud agot down ter Joppy .... a.h! 
An' ef the timber hadn't agot tha.r, how'd Solomon 
abuilt the temple~ah! An' now, ef you're atryin' 
ter get ter heaven-ah! how do you reckon you'll 
git thar ef you etay on the bank asprinklin' 
warter on yourself-ah! an' on leettle babies that 
haint repented of thur sins-ah! stidder gain' down 
into the warter-ah! Do you reckon you'll ever git 
thar? 
No sir-ah! You mought as well make a ohurch 
outer the devils in hell as o' that sorter people 
-ah! Fur on this rock I will build my church-ah! 
an' the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
hi t-s.h! 
But Oh! my brethering-ah! How well I remember 
-ah! jis' lack hit war yistidy-ah! the time wen I 
faun' the Lord-ah! A heap o' people sez they caint 
-ahl ·Kase they haint never aben no time an' place 
-a.h! Ef a man's hed peace spoke to his never-dytn' 
soul, he kin mighty soon tell the time 'n' the 
place-ah! Oh! I remember hit well-ah! I wa~ twenty-
one an' agoin' on twenty-two year of age-ah! An' 
I went ter meeting-ah! an' I went home afeelin' 
mighty bad, kase some o' the gals hed slighted me 
... ah I kase I war lame ... a.h! An' I felt bad that they 
wouldn't show me as much 'tention as t'other young 
men that war cumridges o' mine-ah! An' again' 
hum-ah! I rode off by myself-ahl ter go hum by a 
roundabout way-ah! 0 my brethering-ah! I reckon 
I war afeel1ng sorter like poor ole Joner-ah! 
lack I'd love to go off in the ships of Tarshish 
-ah! An' I felt jist like I wouldn't akeered 
p'ticular ef hit hed aben the whale's belly-ah! 
Wull I got out on the mounting-ah! an' ·~eared 
lack I couldn't go home ... ah! An' I got off my 
hoes an• sot down under a hick'ry tree-ah! afeel-
1n' lack 'Lijah when he sot under the juniper 
tree-ah! awishing he cud die-ah! An' awhiiet I 
war thar, they come up a powerful big storm-ahl 
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of life, hospitality, kindness to the sick, honesty and devoted 
loyalty to the church. Thus this emphasis upon a vital reli-
gious life has helped the people to maintain moral standards 
which prevented complete degeneracy. 
3. Description and Analysis of 3eligious 
Doctrines Found in the Southern Mountains. 
In the present generation we are so liberal and so toler-
ant that we have almost reached the conclusion that there are 
no doctrines which are of such importance that vve could not 
give them up. This is entirely foreign to the spirit of the 
mountaineer. The views which he holds are held with almost 
fanatical devotion. Salvation is dependent upon right belief 
as well as experience. 
The Calvinistic Baptists hold to the doctrine of predes-
tination, God is sovereign. He has the power and the right to 
ordain some to eternal bliss in heaven and to condemn some to 
the tortures of eternal hell. The idea of children a span long 
in hell has been preached by the ministers who hold to predes-
tination . A corollary of this doctrine is once in grace always 
in grace. lifo man ordained by God can ever fall away to complete 
destruction. He may slip and backslide but before the final 
curta i n falls he will be reinsta ted in the g race of God. This 
doctrine has been detrimental to the morals of the people, yet 
it is still vigorously preached in some remote sections. 
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The question of baptism has .been the most widely debated 
question. Ever,v Sc~iptural p$S~age that makes any reference 
to ba~tism has been quoted by the opposing sides. The BaptistE 
and those who followed their view were opposed to the Metho-
dists and Presbyterians. The thought among the Baptists was 
divided: one group believed that baptism or immersion was es .. 
sential to salvation; the other group believed it was merely 
the Scriptural form of baptism• The Methodists and PresQY• 
terians held that it did not matter what form of baptism was 
used as long as conversion had taken place. Ultimately there 
was a compromise, It was decided by most of the people that 
immersion was the Scriptural form of bapti~m, b~t it was not 
essential for salvation. Even today the Methodists and Pres .. 
byterians immerse most of their converts, 
The people in this area are stri~t literali~ts. The 
Bible is inspired from cover to cover. The Songs of Solomon 
have as much doctrinal value as the epistles of Paul. Be-
cause of the lack of education many people conceive of the 
inspiration as mechanical, The authors of the books took up 
their pens and wrote unconscious of what they wrote• Thus the 
science and history is just as valid and trustworthy as the 
religious truth. To these people the ~orld was created in 
six literal days, and on the seventh God rested. The entire 
world population, with the exception of Noah's family was 
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destroyed at the time of the flood, Even today this strict 
literalistic element is found. However, the people have found 
also the g~eat religious truths of this book and the deep, 
sincere piety which many of them have manifested has been fed 
from the Book of Life, 
4. Funerals in the Mountains. 
The custom of preaching funeral sermons for sev~ral peo-
ple at a~ appointed time is unique in religious annals in so 
far as I have been able to ascertain. The purpo~e of what 
might be called union funeral sel'Vices is to give adequate 
tribute to the memory of those who have died. The mountain 
people are widely scattered; in previous day~means of travel 
and communication were scarce. It was often difficult to se-
cure the services of a minister. Thus when a person died the 
burial too~ place with a minimum of funeral rites. The coffin 
was homemade, but oftentimes very attractive; The author has 
known men who worked a day and a night without rest to make 
a coffin suitable for the last remains of their friends. If 
any preaching did take place it was very brief and with 
prayer and hymn singing the funeral would be concluded. 
At some future date the families who had been bereaved 
would invite several ministers to come and preach the funeral 
services. A date was always chosen when people could get away 
without interfering with their farm work. These services were 
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always well attended and many people would come from long dis-
tances~ The servic~s a~e held at the burial grounds. These 
grounds in many instances are poorly kept and as one writer 
says, "Nothing on earth can be more poignantly lonesome than 
one of these mountain burial places, nothing so mutely evident 
of neglect."8 
The people are always dressed in the finest mourning 
clothes which they possess for indeed it is a great occasion 
to these simple people, 
The singing by the people in the church is a signal for 
all those who have congregated on the outside to come inside. 
There is something wistfu+, forlorn, and melancholy about 
these mountain hymns. The songs are often sung on high notes 
with quivering voices • The effect upon the listener is ~1-
ways depressing. Life seems to be made up entirely of sadness 
but with simple Calvinistic piety they have resolved to face 
its stormy bla.e.ts. Yet one needs only to observe how little 
there is in their lives to give them an optimistic outlook to 
realize why their songs are of this natu~e. 
The preaching describes the life of the deceased and it 
is very easy to hear some condemned to hell or consigned to 
the portals of heaven, The emotions of the people are sincere 
8 Kephart, Our Southern Highlanders, P• 2.60, 
in their grief for those who have passed away and under the 
flood of memories brought back by the testimonies of the 
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preachers the people are aroused to high emotional tensions. 
It is often an occasion when those who have not been converted 
are pleaded with to prepare to meet the "cold, clammy hand of 
death."9 
After the services are over the people part to go to 
their respective homes where they will discuss in the days 
that lie ahead, the lives of those who have died or what th~y 
thought of the service. 
5. The Camp Meetings. 
The romance of religion in the Sout~ern Highlands is van• 
tered around the camp meetings• Indeed, these meetings kept 
the spiritual life aglow among the mountaineers. 
There was a large social element in these camp meetings• 
The people had little opportunity for social contacts. Thus 
there was an opportunity to meet and converse with old friends 
and relatives which were never seen on any other occasions. 
The spirit of comradeship and neighborliness engendered by the 
life around the camp fires gave the people an opportunity 'for 
social expression which they did not receive at other times • 
. 
9 c. c. Holton, "A Funera.lizing on Robber's Creek 4 " -p. 529. 
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However, Sullins is right when he says, "But thea~ meetings had 
their origin in a profound concern for the souls of men, to 
build up the faith of believers, and to call sinners to re-
pentance."lO The primary motive was religious. 
In those days of the 18th and 19th centuries the churches 
were few, pastors were overworked, religio~ workers were few 
and camp meetings met th~se conditions, They gave courage to 
religious workers, brought competent workers together where 
they could reach the people and : ~o ·reated interest so that people 
would come, 
The meetings took their name from the fact that they 
were held on camp grounds• The camp grounds had been used by 
early traders and trappers wno had found them convenient 
locations at which to make their overnight stops~ They were 
generally open spaces near a supply of wa.te:r and thus made a 
natural gathering place for the later camp meetings. People 
would come in covered wagons and other vehicles and camp durin.e 
the period of the meeting. Sometimes small cabins were 
erected. Generally; this was not the case, however. 
Where the people met anhually great sheds were built in 
which many of the people gathered for services. Sullins ~tatea 
that the hours for service were generally at 9:30; 11, 3 and 
10 Sullins, Recollections of an. Old -Man, or Seventy Years in 
Dixie, p, 52. 
71 
11 
"candle-lighting;" · After the thr~e o'clock service the 
groups would break up for individual work in prayer circles. 
At night after the preaching those who had been visited and 
talked with in the afternoon would come to the front at wh~t 
was called the mourner•s bench to be prayer for. Oftentimes 
this altar service would last all night, and Sullins says, 
"I have seen more than one man converted at day-break, as 
Jacob was at the Jabbak, after an all-nights wrestle with the 
angel."l2 
Conditions have changed and meth9ds then in use no longer 
meet the needs of the time. We no ],.onger llve far apart with 
no opportunity for ~ocial intercourse or inspiration. We 
have churches in every city and practically every rural section 
in the United States, thus providing an adequate number of 
workers. The people are better educated and the extreme 
emotionalism of the camp meeting ie repulsive. However, we 
should remember that the camp meeting served ·· . good ends in 
the generation whioh it served, 
i~ Ibid., p. 34 • 
.!:§..!!.' p. 38. 
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CHAPTER IV 
THE CONDITIONS TODAY WI TH A :B'O RECAST 01!1 THE FUTU RE 
For 150 years this section remained isolated. Men were 
born, they lived; they died. Their names were remembered only 
by their friends and relatives. Life had gone merrily on its 
way seeming to forget this g roup of people. The nation as a 
whole evinced no interest. What little knowledge of the sec-
tion that became known was brought by occasional travelers. 
These descriptions were often distorted and stretched until the 
essence of truth could not be recognized. Some progress was 
made, but until the coming of the horseless carriage no real 
change was made in the maru1er of mountain life. Because pre-
viously there was nothing in the environment to arouse amb i-
t ion; and because the hard, hopeless life of the mountain farm 
begat laziness and little change had been made. Further the 
religious doctrines of the Baptists, peculiar to this section, 
had caused a stagnation of all creative thought and work along 
religious lines. 
Today steam engines and the automobiles have brought these 
people into contact with the outside world. As the people who 
lived during the crusades found a rebirth because of the influx 
of new ideas, so another country is taking on the aspects of a 
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rennaisance. Most of the work done thus f a r ha s been by mis ... 
sionaries of the three predominant denomi.nations in the re gion. 
In the last few yea rs the government has also rendered a id, 
especially in help ing to secure better living conditions. The 
story of this change can best be told in the story of modern 
missions. 
1. The Story of the Change as Told by Modern Missions. 
Not many years after the Civil vrar a boy was born amidst 
the mountain slopes of the Great Smoky range. His life was 
much like that of every other mountain lad; very few interests 
and little ambition to accomplish anything. 
Some unknown Methodists paid the expenses of an i tene.rant 
evangelist to preach the gospel to the peo ple in this remote 
mountain section. This evangel i st found this young mant full 
grown now, plowing on a small hillside farm. After much plead-
ing and persuading the two knelt in prayer and the young man 
decided to accept Christ as a personal Saviour. ~ rom that day 
on the young man, ,John S. ~Burnett, dedicated his life to the 
service of Christ, a decision which Cox says, "was to send him 
forth on fifty years of service to his own people,"1 
He spent several years securing an education and then re-
1 Cox, Ezra M., Fifty Years in The Southern Uountains. 
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turned to his mountains and started his first school in one of 
the rude mounta in cab ins. 'rhrough consecrated effort his edu-
cational movement spread until there were twenty-four teaching 
centers. Finully, he was able to pe rsuade the state to take 
these schools over. Thus, education became a reality to 
thousands in the mountains because of this man's work. 
Not satisfied with the classical training , Burnett went 
away again to an agricultural school. Here he learne d new and 
scientific methods of farming . The mountain slopes had lost 
much of their rich top soil, but on his return he introduced 
the idea of terracing the hillside and retaining the top soil 
thereby. He also introduced the idea of reforestation and this 
has developed into a profitable industry for his people. Add-
ing other accomplishments to what he had already done, he be-
came a licensed nurseryman and introduced new species of fruit 
trees. Further developments have been poultry farming on a 
scientific basis; introduction of new types of live stock and 
building of clean, sanitary homes. "Indeed," says Cox, "each 
new dawn brings a greater glory to these mounta in people. n 2 
The story of this moc1.ern missionary who developed Pittman 
Center at Sevierville, Tennessee, is a good example of what is 
being done throughout this region. Here, if anywhere on earth, 
2 ~· 
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the combination of a personal and social gospel is needed. The 
missionaries have wisely seen that the people here need a highe · 
level of living in every respect, and their efforts are proving 
this beyond a doubt. 
The great tragedy is that this work is not as widespread 
as it should be. Now that the government is helping to get the 
people on an economic basis of higher living, there is a greate 
challenge to capture these people and lead them into vital, con· 
structive, Christian fellowship and work. They are standing at 
the crossroads of life; and the materialism of the modern world 
is striking them with the full force of its blatant music. 
They had never imagined that the world. could contain so many 
attractive things. They are like little children going to the 
zoo for the first time. 
2. The Future Outlook. 
These people are the descendants of a pioneer type. They 
are men and women of action; people of strong desires, great 
hates, and deep loves. Their sins have always been the coarse 
sins of the flesh. Their virtues the virtues which well up 
from the de pth of the human heart. In an age of religious 
indifference, an age which is their rennaissance, this people 
may follow the trends of life as found in the Henaissance of 
Italy rather than the religious reformation of Luther and 
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Calvin. But theirs is a heritage which comes from the misty 
moors and highlands of far away Scotland; from the red-hot heat 
of the Wesleyan revival, and the simple piety of early Baptists 
They are different from our sophisticated age in that they 
still retain an emotional element which, if restrained, can 
make religion so wholesome and winsome. Religion is native to 
their souls through years and centuries of religious life. It 
has not always been the highest type of religion. It has often 
been extreme, eccentric, and not always ethical. Yet, if this 
religious nature of theirs can make a transfer from the paths 
of thought of the eighteenth century to the sk~rays of the 
twentieth century, and yet retain the vital element in their 
religious experience, it may mean that a religious element may 
be injected into the life of America and the world today which 
will completely revitalize it. 
This is a history which is much upon a single level and 
with very little progression, It is said that you cannot 
stand still, yet, here in this mountain country, life has 
practically done just that. Undoubtedly, this has been due 
to the geographical isolation and economic poverty. How that 
this is being remedied, progress will be made. It may be 
for the better or worse. I feel, in my own opinion, that 
these people need the Christian part of western civiliza-
tion. If the non - Christian elements obtain the upper 
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hand, the highlander may indeed disappear; or at least be in a 
condition worse than he is. However, I am not a prophet and 
the years to come will have to write their 0 \~1 history. So 
here we leave this ~eople with this prayer that through God's 
gra ce the y may bring a fresh breath of revitalized religion to 
the world; much like the cool Blue ~idge breeze brings relief 
from the heat on a warm day. 
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